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NATIVITY NEWSLETTER

Nativity of Our Lord Church DECEMBER 2008

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Mark Your Calendar

Immaculate Conception, December 8th (Holy Day) Masses at
6:30, 8:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M.
New Year s Eve
Parish Penance Service December 16th 7:00 PM
7:00 P.M.
Confession, December 17tﬁ1:(.)0f.13:00 P.M. New Yeards Day
(Fr. Ed & Fr. Suchnicki) 9:30 AM

Christmas Eve Masses: 4:00, 7:00 PM and 12:00 midnight
Christmas Day Masses: 7:30 & 9:30 AM
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SHARING OUR FAITH

Advent starts the last Sunday in November and the Advent wreath has a special place in the Church and in the home. Chil-
dren can hardly wait for Christmas and parents plan for family visits or travel to visit family away from home.

Before Christmas, there are two saints that we may not remember in the rush of holiday shopping, mailing packages
and cards; are Saint Nicholas and St. Lucy.

St. Nicholas day is on December 6 in Holland. St. Nicholas is the patron saint of children, sailors, maidens, and
pawnbrokers. He was kind to children and gave gifts to poor children. Nicholas gave three bags of gold as dowries of a poor
man. Three gold balls are emblems used by pawnbrokers.

St . Lucyds feast day i s on December 13 in Sweden. St .
as a Christian and she was killed. Her feast day is celebrated with blazing candles.

Christmas trees are a part of our tradition and we may put them up after Thanksgiving or later in December. Some
trees are decorated with family ornaments and others are decorated according to a theme.

In Germany, in the 19 century, halls were kept dark until children came into the room to open presents, then can-
dles were lit on the Christmas tree. In Russia, no meat was served for forty days, and on the day before Christmas, there wa
no food at all until after Mass. Russians went home to a feast! Christmas trees, by the thousands, went on sale three days
before Christmas.

St. Nicholas was popular in the 19 century, but in 1922, Clement C. Moore, a professor at an Episcopal seminary,
wrote, OA Visit from St. Ni c h oiding df., It sfppwlyegsaired poputarity uit Thomsli ¢ h o |

Nast sketched Santa for the O6Harperds Weeklyd in 1886, an

Our traditions come from different countries and we have made them our own.

My Dadds side of the family came from Holl and, and we put

feast day. A small present was placed in our shoe. | continued the tradition with my children and it is still observedytada
our family.

Christmas season continues through January and some people wait until Epiphany (Adoration of the Magi) to ex-
change gifts. This special day commemorates the Magi giving gifts to the One Gift, the Messiah. One of the manifestations
of Christ is shown by the gifts given by the Magi, Gold, for the royalty of Jesus, Frankincense for the divinity of Jesls, an
Myrrh, for the Passion and the death of Jesus.

O0He was in the world,
And the world came to be through him,
He came to what was his own,
But his own people did not accept him.
But to those who did accept him he gave
power to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name..

And the Word became flesh and made his

dwelling among us, and we saw his glory,
the glory as of the Fatheros
full of graloml0alad truth. o6

Connie Hendrickx, SFO
Director of Catechesis
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